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THE STF HERETIC -

It Is = source of wonder tc me why fandom so universally prail
certain prozines to the etare, and so universally damna cerfain oth
It seema to be almost a fad for the average fan to rave joyfully over
anything published by Street and Smith. enort angrily at anything
the Ziff-Davis tag, and blandly ignore all othere., While it
true that Amazing and Fantastlic Adventures =zre aimed at the younger :
era--and that as a consequence the older, more discriwvinating fan may
find 8o muoh of intereat--1it is painfully ocbvious that Palmer hae no
monopoly on puerility An impartlal survey of a year's output of tr
entire fieid will show so alight an edge in favor of Aetounding and [
kpown Worlds that it 1s ecarcely worth talking about

Many of ths beat of the Campbell-cdited stories suffer from an
unnecessarily involved and complex siructure  Mere gomplicatedness doe
not make a good story. 4n element of suspense ie of course necessary
but the "mystery" should be what the author is going to say, not what
nas #ald: And as far as "fine writing" is concerned, Camphell & men
don ¢ alwaysa do so well--of. the recently concluded Gather, Darkness,
with i%s scores of subordinate phrasgses and olauses used a8 complete sen-
tences This type of eloppy writin® mars any story for the disoriminsat
ing resdexr, no matter how fine it may be otherwise: I might alsc cits
ag & horxible example the Unknown Worlds type of story--brittle, i
insincere, and unconvincing--a far ory from the literate fantusy
Lovecraft, Smith, Hcward, and Derleth

This i3 not to be taken as gn attack on J W Caxpbell and his
magazines Not only do I buy (and read) beoth regularly, but I fesl tha'
all sericus fans should do the same. What I am objecting to is the wic
epread tendency of fans to acoept their stf on the strength of the name
¢n the magazine cover rather than on a basis of intelligent reading Un-
less a person’s taste has become eo narrow that nothing but the Campbelil
"type® will suilt him, the two Street and Smith mage are ahead of the
fleld, markedly at least, only in typography A reader whose tastes are
cathollc will find nearly as large a percentage of top-notch talee,
lsgue fcr lssue, in nearly any of the cther prozines

I partiocularly fall to ugideratand the perpetuazl snub given %o
Startling Stories. Wnhile I hold no brief for one prozine against another

can t help feeling that the fan who by-paeses Startling is gypping hiw

self out of some extremely good stf I will grant that much of Startl’

- artwork lis below average. 1 admit its typography leaves much to be de
sired 111 Joln you in snickering at 1ts juvenlle “ascience® departmsn:
And abcve all, I gag at Sgt. Saturn s corny jive about the Xeno jug, et al
But in spite of all theae flawa, I tonsider Stsrtling to be one of the o
prezines, and deserving of far more mention than it receives In the firs

place, the Hall of Fame series 18 gradually reprinting many of the beat
stories from the Gernsback Wonder, a signal service to tha newer addict
I'm free to admit that I started buying this mag soley cn the strength o
the reissues, but after reading several numbers I found even the new
8tories to be much better than I had expected 1 ‘
lengthe Startl 1 » par cg}arly the book-

- Startling usually uses a rather conventional type of atf-adven-
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ture tale, but therc is rarely anything obviously obnoxious, and the uaj-
ority of the book-lengths are gcod enough to pe well worth rereading.

Moreover, what other prozine treats fandom as well as Startling?
Since early 1939, this magazine has printed reviews of all fanzines gent
them for thie purpose~--four and one half years of fanzine reviews . I
doubt if fans comprise more than one or itwo percent of any pulpzines
readera, yet Weislngsr haa consistently devoted thle space to us. I m
grateful for this, if other fans aren't' The Startling blatt column
is unusually long If the lettera aren t always a8 good as one would
like, that's our fault. (I notice that cne JWC does not hesitate to
leave his readers out altogether.)

I do not wish to convey the impresesion that I am a Siartliing fan
in the eense that many are fans In case you were wondexing, I buy
all prozines except Fantastlc Adventures and Captazin Future. But I did
fesl that Startling was a splendid example for me to use here,

John W. Campbell is a brilliant writer and a highly sucosasful
editor  But fandom dieplaye a damning lack of perapective when they
permit Cpmpbell's good qualities to blind them to the merits of other
editors and other magazines. Any prozine which goes out of its way to
help fandom deserves not only fan recognition but active support from
all of us After all, NONE of the pulps mske their profits off our
limited 1ittle circle! .

The Stf Heretic xXx His mark
SHRF RN RE RN AR TR AR ERER RN RAE R PR RA AN A R RS AR R R F R R AR AR AR ER AR R R AR RRQg OB & o

Jointhepoopoopeeayenctaninterlineationiinacarloasdaintthe tfapasillybililea’
CRRBGEERENEOR R A RER B R R R E R BN RN RHR R AR R AR RS RO R kAR AR RN RS RS

THE FANZINE ANTHOLOGY.
Wy madden Issue had brief detai}e of a mighty scheme I had scum,

dealing (in case you don-t remember) with the poseibility of an antholog
of the first ten years of fan magazines. The definite dope was, I had
hoped, to be alred somewhat in this issue---but too many indefimte dopes
precluded any definite dope.... (Hey, what is thiet?) 1In any case, I stiil
would 1like %o have an anthology, and would be delighted to hear from any
gull ible soula who would be willing to lay either work or finances on the
line All comment thus far has been in the nature of moral support, and
that doesn t turn mimeo cranka.

Howaomever, there may be mention of this project eleewhere in this
maliling. Oh well, .........
#*tl#*t'##t*t###**t*#t*#‘#l**t#“**#*t#*#**tttt*#*#t*t*#*t*t#ttl#**t#**lt
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WARNING TO THE UNINITIATED:

In case anyone had any doubts about this FAPAzine, all remarks,
insults, comments, cracke, and stuff contained herein is/are the partho-
genetic brain-brate of one Francls T. lLaney, and no one else ie to be
considered in the least responsible for any of it In fact, there are
those who consider that the sald FIL is not in the least responsible for

sny of 1%; but this, I hasten to assure ycu, is an unfounded libel !
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FILLER .

I want to etart my next article on the top of 4 page, because it
deals with Al Ashley and his Slan Center, so here I 8it, %&mminz ¥ith
myself. Funny to be wasting space this way too, for with THE AGOLYTE
I have a hard time to get everything I want included '

BAREA R AR Rk Mok ko p ek Rkl o o

G J—



LANEY Via¥d THE SLAN CENTER

Ashley's brainstorw is no leegs thar wonderful ' What a ocongeptiic
Being Missoutian on my father s side, there are a few detaila that would
have to be threshed out before I abandon hearth and home, trek east a la
Okie, and camp on Al‘s back porch But I concur heartily with the main
idea, and hopre that a large and workable project ocan be gotten under way

A few pointe which ocour to e ;

What assurance 1s there that a group of such highly organized, _
senslitive, semi-neutotic people~--Slans or no—-would be able to satand eac
other for a life-time? In other words, the shack or center will have tc
be huge enough 8o that the inmates (I use this word advisedly) would not
see tco much of each other rthermore, the selections of dwellers
in Al 8 mirage would have to'be made with extreme care--voth on & basls
of personality and on financial and moral standing (I use moral in t
sens® of honeesty, rather than in the way certain church goers have debns
the original meaning of the word ) .

What about non-slan inmates? My wife, for example, though a cha
ing and rather personable red-head, oan see nothing in fanning. She
tolerates THE ACOLYTE and all such like paraphensalia, but considers me
utterly touched for delving therein I dare say many of the lade will
have wenches, permanent or temporary, culled from the ranks of the Gre:«
Unenlightened And how about backaliders? If the B-Ser (don't be oruc
dear reader) had hie investment in the oenter, merely giving him his
brick back sounds, to say the least impracticable (iUmless the brick
was returned to him with such forcs that we could inherit hie estate.)

What about children? It seems to me that one of the greatest ad-
vantages of having our own community would be that we could circumvent
the ghastly and archaic school sysiem, and raise them up in our own irim-
itable way i suggest that ten slan-couples with children could perhage
afford the hire of & very ocompetent nurse, and provide an utterly stupe
dous playground, nursery, and school eystem for their brats.
F#t#ttt*t#m##*t**t#*ttt*t‘###*#t*t#tt**##tt***l#l*t#!tt‘**#t*#t*‘#t##‘tt'

imnotdoneye tdearfriendsbutithoughtthataninterl ineationwouldnotbeamissnow
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WHY NOT GO COMMUNISTIC OF 4 LARGE SCALE? I visualize a big super-

apartment building, rather than Al s group of isolated housing units.

It ooccurs to me that we could do very well with a ocommunal kitchen and

dining rcom, and & full-time ocok-housekseper

Here are some phony figurse which may illustrate what I'm getting

at
. LIVIRG EXPENSES FCR A SLAN-APT COUPLE
a. Monthly salary for houre-keeper/COOK = = = ~ = = « ~ — $175.00
' 5 " Brat Herd = = =« = ~ - - = - - 175.00
{one-janth of this is only %35 06) 4350 00

Tyer slias must sat. My own grocery bill (including

wiut and milk) runs between $55 00 and $60 00 per month

and feeds two adults and two childrep  Cocperative

buying should peel 104 off this So. one month-s food 52 50
© 1 can't make a very intelligent estimate of Battle Creek s

heating, lighting, and waber expense; but $il 00 per

month (figuring 12 month s expenses divided by 13)

nandies this phase of things for me heve in Olaxksion

irelcdes electric range, refrigerator, water tank,

washing machine--and furnace operation) I think that

under Joint operatiom, we-could easily peel 257 off & in

bil) (Or could wel) ANyway = = = = « = « = = = = - & a3
d. Again I'm stumpe:s Bat+le Creek taxes are an unknown

Guantlty  Mine run {34 00 per year--c¢r per month - - 3 0O
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e We shoculd revire cur funded dsbt at 8400 GO per month - - - 40 .00

RECAPITULATION
ne month 3 living expenaes for a #lan center couple.
a Salary account - = — = ~ -~ - $ 35.00
© The inner# slan - - - =« - - 53.50
¢ Heat, light, water - - - -~ - 8.35
a Taxes rent) - -~ -~ = =- = = 3. 00
6. Debtg(-l-—-“--~- 40.CC -
Add 10% for ?1? -~ = - - = - 14.00
TOTAL - = = = = = B3 75

Do you suppose we could figure on $350 OC monthly income (man
and wife both working)? Gad, thias is only $135 Q0C per person—-even I
top that . On paper, at loast, this looke like the 1ife of Riley--
nearly one hundred dollars & month just for clothes and pleasure,
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figurescantliebut)larscanfigurefigurescantliebutliarscanfigurafigurescant
mti**t***##*#*lt**#**#*‘##mﬁ#**t*##**t#ﬂt*‘**i‘*##**t.l**tt**t#t**ttl#**.

Now Just what sort of apartment shack coudd we build? I personally
nesd lots of space and feel that a minimum for one coupls would be three
large rooms as fcllows. 18x35' living-room and den, 13'x14° bed room,
16x18" nursery (Let the architect figure how to get ten of these into
one building:) As much "beloved trash® as I have, I1'd need still an ex-
tra room for a combined den and olde curiositie shoppe.  Others might
perhaps wish less space than the minimum unit

But we would need ten 3-room units. plus about five "extra" Tooms
These laat need not adjoin any given ap#rtment, and might be rented fo
members, or used for over-night guesta - To save space and plumbing ex-
rense, I suggeat communal toilets and shower rooms it might alsc he
well to furnlsh extre living units for the nurse and cook.

In addition to private apartments, there should be a number of
community rooms. Most essential, I think, would be a large and thorough-
ly eQuipped nursery and playrocm for the children; and second (as Al
suggested) a well-equipped woodworking shop=-£{if I join the Center, my
%600 00 worth >f tools are at the gang s disposal). Then we will nesd
a dining hall, a kitchen, and an up-tc-the-minute laundry.

I visualize a fireproof, brick and conorete building with full
asemant It should have enough land with i% to give ue a good~-nized,
private park, with tennie courts, reoreation patio, garden plote--per-
haps even a smalli poultry farm and cow barn. (All of these outdcor
facilitles could be built by the inmates~-perhaps by furnishing the
labor we might even be able Yo afford a good swimming pool, in time )

The main building should be alr-conditioned, automaticslly heated,
and in general equipped with the beet of everything. (Furnisnings for
the individusgl apartments would of course bs up to the oceoupunts. )

W¥here I think my ides beats Al's all hollow 18 in the quality of
accomcdations we could have for the zame money Hie center ogff;“fér
detatched and semi-detatched buildinge---which #ould be unable to take
advantige of central heating or communal living Individual bulldinee
duplicate each other so greatly in construction, plumbing, and in the
+aundry and kitchen facilities (and if you think & modern sledtric kit-
dheén doesn't cost a kingie ransom Just you equip cne) Instead of work-
ing the respective taila off our respective wives in dupl ioating house
work and child care, why not centralize, hire this work done, and send
ggea%dism:$t %2 goneroial Jobs i(where they'd work much less than the

mprove living conditions and make money on it tog !
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I don't have any uefinite ildea how much our building would ooe?,
but $40,000 should make at least & good efart on it, I figured (item
8. in recuy) on paying off this amount at 1% per month, whioh, I believe
i standard pruactide..

Many of the chorea could very well be done in-a cooperative man-
ner, and it might even be that we could find fans for all our jobs
(oo0k, nurse, etc.), but definitely one of the shack memberes should ve
appointed as a sort of ocombined manager and purchasing a?ento This
would very likely be a full-time job sventually, but at firet, I thinx
that it could probably be done on a part-time basis.

Be all this as it may, Al has given fandom a real 1dea to kick
around, and I for one sincerely hope that eomeéthing concrete may even-
tually be worked out.
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WARNTED { Photographs, or information resulting in proocuring of photo-
graphs, of the following pro-artiste and authorsi Frank Owen, Virgil
Finlay, Farnsworth Wright, Henry S, Whitehead, Seabury Quinn, or un-
published photographs of other pulp weird/fantasy notables. !

I prefer negatives which I ngay borxrow long enough to print, bu
would also he grateful for the loan of any prints whioh I may have g
Needleas to say, anything loaned me will bs kept in pristine oconditicn,
and returned as soon as possible.

These axe for a coming ACOLTTE litho-cover which will inolude
a number of candid and interesting previously unpublished picas of HPL,
CAS, Long, Howard, Derxrleth, Prige, Merritt, and other notables.

Informal lnags preferred. . +

Any help will be moxe than appreciated. -
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howsomeoftheseguysfigurecutsomanyinterl inaationsisbseyondmebuttheydoghme
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(with sincere apologles to 48%)
ACOLYTE-CRACKQLYTE, Review of the Mailing. .
| mmme——— 00000000000~ === -

I need not waste space emoting about the June mailing. Quality,
quantity--who oould ask for more?! This alleged review makes no attempt
to gover the whole thing---if something appeals to my mood at the monment
I711 take it upj 4if not, my ignoring it ie certainly not to be taken an
a snub. As far as that goee, I'm not to¢ thoroughly sold on this ides
of reviewing past attempts. It isn’t eo bad if plenty of new material
ia injected each time, but it's far too sasy tc end wp with my commente
on your comments on my comments on your comments on my couments on you:
commenie on my commeénie on your commepts..,.ad nauseum.

~==0000000000Q0w~~ _
JINX, With the poesible exception of Al and his Slan Center, Wollheim
stole the mailing with his brilliant exposition of the ideals of fan
publishing. The amateur apirit...aet for art’s eake.. no axee to grind
.--0dd 8tuff perxhaps, but it is #till well to keep the fundamentals in
view. With the feturn of peace, I look %to see a terrific upsurge in

fan aotivity, and such artioles as Don’s are immensely valuable both

in keeping the morale of the oldstere where it should be and in giving
newcomers a oconorxete idea of what this ie all about. -~—-But Harry,
why in Cthulhu waste that page on Smarje? s

B-F VARIETY. = You are right! It is beyond me why anyone will go to any
cinema when the AMAZING QUARTERLY may be had for 35¢. I've meen at wmeat
8ix fidms since April 1940--—all of them containing one or more of my
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favorite jasz musicisne (Ellington, Armetrong, lunceford, eve.) appears

ing in tnsm. Phooey on Hollywsod., If the novies have brought us gnse ¢
show wnich is 100% satisfying to & peracn of moderately miluit tastes, I

have never heard of it. Even the relatively mature pica Insult you with

aome rank Hollywoodlana., o

WALT'S -WRAMBLINGS. Fm. Ie this guy an FAPAT He sctually ecems 1o be
interested in stf/fantasy ! Hooray for you, Walt--wisk thtre were mcre
iike you. The Eether Forbes MIRROR FOR WITCHES which you mention is &
gunerh pisce of work, Reetrained and artietic, it bullds up a tremen~
dous atmoaphere without finding it necessary to epring a horrific dencus-
sent comrlete with ululations. ‘It ia moet unusual to find & so0lid hor-
grer novel without a lot of superfluous melodrama. In the originel edi-
wion (Houghton Mifflin, 1838) Forhes is ably helped by an unusually syz-
petletic typography, including several effecotive woodouts by Robert
Gibbings. I hope the reprint you mention ussa the original plates.

ACWOING.  Another exceptionally goed item. T personally would prefey
hixliesraphical aingle-spheeters Llike this ome ¢o elaborate, 24 page
dleavegenzas bads up of non~fantaseilo bullfesting.

TUNGI FROM YUGGOTH, Best item in the mailing.

THAGI-INDEX. Why‘d I BUY one of theea?; But this is worthwhile, HHow'd
it be for someone %o yeprint the original INDEX for us FAPAlans?

full slize with various oolore of hexto ¥ak and pull off ocopless for all

uf us? It would take seferal 8gxll shaete, but it shouldn't be diffioult

%o pleoe them together and cement them on a boerd. (I'll pay extra for i
2 g8}, and I°ll bet other members would also.).......Yhos oommits what is

my idea of a fan editors oat unpardonadble pin--interpolating arguments

in hie letter ssotion. I maintalin that letter esxocerpts should be print.2

a¢ id, with no interruptions, with ocomzente (if any) ssparate from the
original lettexr. This interpolation idea xeally ralses hob with the

writer's (and reader's) train of thought.

THOB, At laet! A use for backing shed%z | Why net draw out your board ‘

.

SILVER DUSK, Hope this ie the first of s long ssries.

EN GARPE. Slan Center has alrsady been mentioned in ™an=Dango. Barbai-
lan Invasion? You take into account only one side of this situation
The whole trouble 1s that undser cur present system labor saving devices
are used to build profitas for the well-to-do, rather tham to improve the
lot of the wage-earner. Technologloal unemployment is a very resl and
menacing threat to our calvilisstion Judge 8t, Sure prebably xuled wiong
in this caee, but look at it from the painiers' angle. Thows guye work
80 many hours a day for 8o much an hour. If spray guns helve the time
it tckes to do a given job, these men arxe sotunli’y regeilving a 504 dut
in wagss. The palnters aren’t objeoting to 20th entury technology; they
are protesting againat 19th gentury economica. I other worde, why should
helf the palntere etervs to death in order that the ompitaliste (o what-
@vor you wish to oall them) maw get thelr painting done 50% oheaper? A
xsbnrloaving device, inetead of throwing people out of work. should enslils :
them to work fewer houre per day for the same total money. How this can -4 -
0% agne under the profit system is beyond me, but thie proulem needs tu !

)

v

be faced., Bdy, I°1l bet you'd squall if the .
Tobot taxionbs : ¥ introduced self-operated,
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FAN-TODS. What, if any, i3 the point of @riificiad impreguationt” Itve
been under the lmpression that Hother Nature had fummished us with =
definitive method.

POGORUS., This paragraph was originally much longer and much nastier;

I have deleted and expunged only because of my stand against fan feuds
dowever, this alleged fanzine wae the only item 1in the mailing thatb .

1 dlglkked-—-and in the onae of PO@ORUS, "disliked" is & masterplece ¢f
undsrstatement. My dear fellow, if you axe 80 alleZired noble and patiri-
otid, don‘t you think you'd look well in khaki? I think I'n safo in
auylng thut every single member of FAPA is every bit am loyal and evexry
Dit a» patriotic as the general run of the population. Many of the men.
bers axe already in the ssrvice, and many mors are subjeot to oxll. Bul
gomelow, the rest of us manage to do our part, either in the army or )
in, war work, without a vast fanfare of boasting and chest beating. With-
out the faintest trace of nume-calling, I should like to draw your” atten-
tlon to the self-ewident faot that when a QIVILIAN getas 8o worked up
about "good Jape are dead Japs", he is laying himeslf wide~opun to a
charge of hypogrisy. Think it over,

GUTETO. Morojo, would you be so kind as to publish a few of your "ideas
on bringing up young slane"? . I've g oouple of my own; you know, and the
ralsing of these kide is definitely the main problem of my 1ife. I krow
a few thinée to avold, and 2 few thingn to emphasize, but asowshow the
1de2s in the oonventional childcare bockse, or the suggestions of ordinary
parents, seem caloulated to raise typical, poured-from-a~mould, dumb
uverageé people. +

RAHUUN TA~EA. Raymond A. Ackerman, the successor to Burroughs !
LOVE, ELMFR., Congratulationas’

HORIZD NS, With all due respects to Los Angeles, it scems obvioug to e
that English not only will be the universal language, but already is.

A point that I dlan't notice in connection with Esparanto is the grent
danger of unnina. "dead® or "non-alive® language for matters of univer-
sal oulture. the days when all knowledge was kept in Latin, the com-~
mON people wexe perforce kept ignorant. It esems to we that Espezanto
oould, if adopted, lead us into an analegous situatione--z limited few
having acgesn to oulture, and the great masses living in ignoranoce.

FA, You folks should all gompare this with THE NATIONAL AMATEUR, of{io~.
iel organ of the NAPA., NA is printed, .and probably containe wore word~
age, but Al's.effort surpasses it so far that the "Nationsel® should go
and hide somewhere. Someday I shall have to oompaxe NAPA with FAFA in
these pages, and make all you Jerks swell-~-headed, :

AAGH ! The article on Cabel made me buy #1x of his books, plus a bio-
graphy of the old boy. If this stuff doesn's pan out now, I shall be
guaning for you, Suddsyi Quote (p.3 and 3) Send orders to icwl teleputh
unduots. A gertain Mr. Koenig is apt to page you, Buddsy me ladd Ser-
ivuply, I'1l buy gome ¢f thoae bocks if you-ll send me an adidress, you
iocal telepath ! Your cover is a type of thing that fasoinutes re, How
miny orogs-6yed guye are reading AACH? Theoretically. I showld think
;iat 2119 soxiee mignt be considered to extend to infinity in both
ciregtions
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~ANSP You are gompletely right when Yburé%i what FAFA should meén
L "fion.ths war as 1ittls as posaible. After all, we are all doing our part
P S shataver capagity the government wants us. Over and.shove our daily
dJﬁargf bond-buying, etc. I fail to eee what more any~one of us ¢an ds to
T Reing the war to a more successful conclusion. If Unble wants any cne of
‘uB in the army or navy, he drafts us; otherwimse I belleve we are expected
%o parry on in our civilian ospacitges (few nons-vital civilian jobs are
left after nearly two years of war). Too much dwelling on the wur and 3
Lve problame will merely upset us and keep us from doing our best in our |
Jjobs, 80 I say a hearty amen to you, sir, and hope that your idea is
adopted throughout the whole gang, particularly by the guy I jumpsed on
- a few paragraphs ago. .

a4

SUSPRO. = Without the faintest hint of animosity, I can’t help wondering
juet what you demand in your stf/fantasy. Your remarks &o Gnaedinger
sesm rather narrow and intolerant.from where I ait. Perhaps T lean too
far towards *the good old days"”, but I honestly can't see what Campbell
has that Mary haen‘t. As a matter of fact, I believe that an impartial
survey will show that Mary givea us far greater verilety---in any case, I
£ind the Campbellian tales Ktkgky ( !) highly monotonous as a steady diet.
" Sandwiohed in with other etf and fantasy, they are highly stinulating,

. but %00 many in one lump are extremely indigesetable. . Would .thers be

. any change of getting you to devote a.few words in aome futurs SUSPRO™

: %6 the oriteria on which you judgs youy atf?

& . MAILING AB.A WHCLE., Meaty, ocoplous, and excellent.

.=%it*q’***ttttﬁ*¥itmt*‘t*ti**tﬁ'l!*#‘l*‘}ﬁ*t‘*##*#tt‘l.*‘#t“ﬁ#*.l*t&#q&&'

' a thuihunmldt-hptupmdnlphoirtaryogao{xathahubbniggumtnuht thoe guayugosn j :
f L"_Q_i“lttlh!m#mt#tm##tt#t###tt*ttt*t#ttt FESSRRARELRLEA LGP I RSAS A SHRRAER S hs‘

¢ o a0tz b A LETTER Just recsived from Sid Deaf: :

| "Fans are sugh intedlectual enobs, you say. I ocould kies you for r%
l tkat (N.B. HE DIDN®T, QOQDY GOCDY); it hits home all the way., The averape -
fan-—a8 I have seen and heard and read of hime-oonsiders himeelf on &
Llgher 4ntellectual plane than the hoi-polloi, and eonsiders himmelf un-
aprrocisted. Fandom is an absglutely unorthodex and different way of 1ife,
s a fan cut of fandom ie a fish out of water. We ocould uee a large huuk 4

af peyohologloal and emotienal: stability, but moat of wus get disdllueicisd 34
with Tardow bytheé_ time we aohisve that, then we seek some other avenue of ’
@acape {rox the narrow bonds of normal pleodding 1ife. Too bad we fans -

have %o be auch vain oreatures. Fandon would Le a better thing and hold
logether very nicely'if we had better outlets Ior ou® vanity and our emo-
%ional presssurea. ¢lal planning and a little sub-rosa polities do the

sxick neatly except that fans los® all sense of proportion and rational-

128 instead of plan., Most fans don't think about intelleotual’ matters;

they only argue '# -

Any of you guys want to take Sid up?-
l!ttt!tCi.‘t‘tt.#t.“t..h-.tt.ttti‘ttittlil.l#li.t.tntl.!t.l".‘ttt".tiv

theluatonethankgodforsmalltavora1donnthink111dothioirﬁar11neat1ngaga:nnenn

'-f==lttn-¢atotiatttltt-tlt-t-yttas-ttactQowotstttlollt-ttnt'tatttuatte-3

I should apologise for the oxo{aedingly large nunher of miaprints ; _ri

;5 this lssue, I just didn t have time to go slowly enough to avoid ‘!'i

ygo o2my next mudling I hope to do better. Beat wishes to you all, aLE
. FIL : .
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